
 

 

 

EVA STALIN IAS ACADEMY – BEST IAS COACHING IN CHENNAI 

12/24, Muthurangan Muthali St, West Tambaram, Chennai - 600045 

https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/ 

Contact Number – +91-8678969915, +91-9940332851 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q1. Consider the following statements regarding Indian Ocean Commission: 

 

1) Indian Ocean Commission is an intergovernmental organization that links African Indian 

Ocean nations.  

2) Recently India joined as a member of the Indian Ocean Commission.  

3) The Indian Ocean Commission has funded a number of regional and national conservation 

and alternative livelihoods projects through Regional Programme for the Sustainable 

Management of the Coastal Zones of the Countries of the Indian Ocean.  

 

Which of the above statements is/are correct: 

 

A. 1, 2  

B. 1, 3  

C. 2, 3  

D. 1, 2, 3  

 

• Solution:  

(B) 

 

o The Indian Ocean Commission (COI) is an intergovernmental organization that links 

African Indian Ocean nations:  

o Comoros, Madagascar, Mauritius, Réunion (an overseas region of France), and Seychelles.  

 

o There are also seven observers:  

o China, the European Union, the Organisation internationale de la Francophonie, the Sovereign 

Order of Malta, India, Japan and the United Nations.  

 

o The commission was created in 1982 in Port-Louis, Mauritius, and institutionalised in 1984.  

o The secretariat is based in Mauritius.  
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o Objectives:  

o Political and diplomatic cooperation 

o Economic and commercial cooperation  

o Sustainable development in a globalisation context, cooperation in the field of agriculture 

maritime fishing, and the conservation of resources and ecosystems  

o Strengthening of the regional cultural identity, cooperation in cultural, scientific, technical, 

educational and judicial fields.  

 

o ReCoMAP:  

o The COI has funded a number of regional and national conservation and alternative 

livelihoods projects through ReCoMAP, Regional Programme for the Sustainable 

Management of the Coastal Zones of the Countries of the Indian Ocean (PROGECO in 

French).  

o This project ended in 2011.  

 

Q2. Consider the following statements: 

 

1) Every two years, the United Nations General Assembly elects all the ten non-permanent 

members of the UN Security Council (UNSC) at once.  

2) The ten non-permanent member seats are distributed among different regions of the world and 

African and Asian countries together get half of the seats.  

 

Which of the above is/are incorrect: 

 

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

• Solution:  
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(A) 

 

o Each year, the General Assembly elects five non-permanent members out of a total of 10, for 

a two-year term.  

o These 10 seats are distributed among the regions thus: five for African and Asian countries; 

one for Eastern European countries; two for Latin American and Caribbean countries; two for 

Western European and other countries.  

o Of the five seats for Africa and Asia, three are for Africa and two for Asia; there is an 

informal understanding between the two groups to reserve one for an Arab country.  

o The Africa and Asia Pacific group takes turns every two years to put up an Arab candidate.  

 

Q3. Consider the following statements regarding Open Skies Treaty (OST): 

 

1) Open Skies Treaty (OST) is an accord between member countries that allows participants to 

fly armed reconnaissance flights over any part of the fellow member states.  

2) Under the treaty, a member state can “spy” on any part of the host nation, with the latter’s 

consent.  

3) United States and Russia are members of the Open Skies Treaty.  

 

Which of the above statements is/are correct: 

 

A. 1, 2  

B. 2 only  

C. 2, 3  

D. None of the above  

 

• Solution:  

(B) 
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o Russia announced that it was leaving the Open Skies Treaty (OST), an accord that allows 

participants to fly unarmed reconnaissance flights over any part of their fellow member states.  

o In November, 2020 the United States left the OST first after accusing Russia of violating the 

pact– allegations that Russia denied.  

o Moscow has now blamed Washington for its own decision of leaving the treaty.  

 

o What is the Open Skies Treaty: 

o First proposed in 1955 by former US President Dwight Eisenhower as a means to deescalate 

tensions during the Cold War, the landmark treaty was eventually signed in 1992 between 

NATO members and former Warsaw Pact countries following the demise of the Soviet Union. 

It went into effect in 2002 and had 35 signatories, including key players US and Russia, along 

with one non-ratifying member (Kyrgyzstan).  

o The OST aims at building confidence among members through mutual openness, thus 

reducing the chances of accidental war.  

o Under the treaty, a member state can “spy” on any part of the host nation, with the latter’s 

consent.  

o A country can undertake aerial imaging over the host state after giving notice 72 hours before, 

and sharing its exact flight path 24 hours before.  

o The information gathered, such as on troop movements, military exercises and missile 

deployments, has to be shared with all member states.  

o Only approved imaging equipment is permitted on the surveillance flights, and officials from 

the host state can also stay on board throughout the planned journey.  

o The failure of the Open Skies Treaty follows the demise of another significant arms control 

accord, the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty, after both the US and Russia left 

it in 2019.  

 

Q4. Resolution 2231 of the United Nations Security Council, sometimes seen in news is related  

         to: 

 

A. Israeli–Palestinian conflict  
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B. Annexation of Crimea by the Russian Federation  

C. Iran Nuclear Programme  

D. USA withdrawal from Afghanistan  

 

• Solution:  

(C) 

 

o United Nations Security Council Resolution 2231 was a 20 July 2015 resolution endorsing the 

Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action on the nuclear program of Iran.  

o The 15 nations on the Security Council unanimously endorsed the resolution.  

 

 

Q5. Consider the following statements regarding United Nations Security Council (UNSC): 

 

1) It is the only UN body with the authority to issue binding resolutions to member states.  

2) All decisions of the UNSC must be approved by the UN General Assembly to be enforced. 

3) It recommends new states for admission as member states of the United Nations (UN).  

 

Which of the above statements is/are correct: 

 

A. 1, 2  

B. 2 only  

C. 1, 3  

D. None of the above  

 

• Solution:  

(C) 
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o Decisions taken under Chapter VII, such as economic sanctions or other sections like 

international security, are binding on UN members; the Security Council is the only UN body 

with the authority to issue binding resolutions.  

o The UNGA can only make recommendations in this regard. Decisions that are vetoed by the 

P-5 cannot be submitted for the review of the UNGA.  

o Also, the UNSC is the authority under the UN charter to take action in situations threatening 

international peace and security. 

 

Q6. Consider the following statements regarding Group of 20 (G 20): 

 

1) The G20 Summit is formally known as the “Summit on Financial Markets and the World 

Economy”.  

2) The first G20 meeting took place right after the 2008 financial crisis.  

3) The resolutions of G20 are legally binding.  

 

Which of the above statements is/are correct: 

A. 1, 2  

B. 1 only  

C. 1, 3  

D. 2, 3  

 

• Solution:  

(B) 

 

o The resolutions the G20 issue are seen as political declarations of intent but they are not 

legally binding.  

o The G20 is an annual meeting of leaders from the countries with the largest and fastest-

growing economies.  

o Its members account for 85% of the world’s GDP, and two-thirds of its population.  
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o The G20 Summit is formally known as the “Summit on Financial Markets and the World 

Economy”.  

o After the Asian Financial Crisis in 1997-1998, it was acknowledged that the participation of 

major emerging market countries is needed on discussions on the international financial 

system, and G7 finance ministers agreed to establish the G20 Finance Ministers and Central 

Bank Governors meeting in 1999.  

 

Q7. Consider the following statements regarding South Asian Association for Regional 

Cooperation (SAARC): 

 

1) Its secretariat is based in India.  

2) The SAARC maintains permanent diplomatic relations at the United Nations as an observer.  

3) Decisions at all levels are to be taken on the basis of unanimity and bilateral and contentious 

issues are excluded from the deliberations of the Association.  

 

Which of the above statements is/are correct: 

 

A. 1, 2  

B. 2 only  

C. 1, 3  

D. 2, 3  

 

• Solution:  

(D) 

 

o The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) is the regional 

intergovernmental organization and geopolitical union of states in South Asia.  

o The SAARC was founded in Dhaka on 8 December 1985. Its secretariat is based in 

Kathmandu, Nepal.  

o The organization promotes development of economic and regional integration.  
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o It launched the South Asian Free Trade Area in 2006.  

o The SAARC maintains permanent diplomatic relations at the United Nations as an observer 

and has developed links with multilateral entities, including the European Union.  

o Decisions at all levels are to be taken on the basis of unanimity and bilateral and contentious 

issues are excluded from the deliberations of the Association.  

 

Q8. Abraham Accords, recently seen in news is a joint statement between: 

 

1) Israel  

2) United Arab Emirates 

3) Iran  

 

Select the correct answer code:  

 

A. 1, 2  

B. 1, 3  

C. 2, 3  

D. 1, 2, 3  

 

• Solution: 

(A) 

 

o ‘Abraham Accords’ entered with the UAE and Bahrain are ‘peace-for-peace’ deals without 

any physical quid pro quo by Israel. 

 

Q9. Consider the following statements: 

 

1) Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) was established by the Convention for the Pacific 

Settlement of International Disputes.  
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2) India is a signatory to the 1951 United Nations Convention and 1967 Protocol Relating to the 

Status of Refugees.  

 

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect: 

 

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2 d 

D. Neither 1 nor 2  

 

• Solution: 

(B) 

 

o The PCA was established by the Convention for the Pacific Settlement of International 

Disputes, concluded at The Hague in 1899.  

o The PCA was the first permanent intergovernmental organization to provide a forum for the 

resolution of international disputes through arbitration and other peaceful means.  

o India is not party to, nor has it acceded to, the 1951 UN Refugee Convention on Refugees, nor 

the 1967 Protocol to that Convention.  

 

Q10. The International Energy Agency’s mandate focus on: 

 

1) Energy security  

2) Economic development  

3) Environmental protection  

 

Select the correct answer code:  

 

A. 1, 2  

B. 1, 3  
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C. 2, 3  

D. 1, 2, 3  

 

• Solution:  

(D) 

 

The Agency's mandate has broadened to focus on the "3Es" of effectual energy policy: energy 

security, economic development, and environmental protection. 
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